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Makkot 24b

Once again they were coming up to Jerusalem together, and just as
they came to Mount Scopus they saw a fox emerging from the Holy
of Holies. They fell a-weeping and R. Akiba seemed merry.
Wherefore, said they to him, are you merry? Said he: Wherefore are
you weeping? Said they to him: A place of which it was once said,
And the common man that draweth nigh shall be put to death, is
now become the haunt of foxes, and should we not weep? Said he
to them: Therefore am | merry; for it is written, And | will take to
Me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the
Son of Jeberechiah. Scripture linked the [later] prophecy of
Zechariah with the [earlier] prophecy of Uriah, In the [earlier]
prophecy [in the days] of Uriah it is written, Therefore shall Zion
for your sake be ploughed as a field etc. In Zechariah it is written,
Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, There shall yet old men and old
women sit in the broad places of Jerusalem, so long as Uriah's
[threatening] prophecy had not had its fulfilment, | had misgivings
lest Zechariah's prophecy might not be fulfilled; now that Uriah's
prophecy has been [literally] fulfilled, it is quite certain that
Zechariah's prophecy also is to find its literal fulfilment.

Said they to him: Akiba, you have comforted us! Akiba, you have
comforted us!

Yevamot 62b

It was said that R. Akiba had twelve thousand pairs of disciples,
from Gabbatha to Antipatris; and all of them died at the same time
because they did not treat each other with respect. The world
remained desolate until R. Akiba came to our Masters in the South
and taught the Torah to them. These were R. Meir, R. Judah, R.
Jose, R. Simeon and R. Eleazar b. Shammua; and it was they who
revived the Torah at that time.

Rambam, L aws of Kings, 11:3

One should not presume that the Messianic king must work
miracles and wonders, bring about new phenomena in the world,
resurrect the dead, or perform other similar deeds. This is definitely
not true. Proof can be brought from the fact that Rabbi Akiva, one
of the greater Sages of the Mishnah, was one of the supporters of
King Bar Kozibah and would describe him as the Messianic king.
He and all the Sages of his generation considered him to be the
Messianic king until he was killed because of sins. Once he was
killed, they realized that he was not the Mashiach. The Sages did
not ask him for any signs or wonders.

Brachot 60b

Rav Huna said that Rav said that Rabbi Meir said; and so it was
taught in a baraita in the name of Rabbi Akiva: One must always
accustom oneself to say: Everything that God does, He does for the
best.

Like this incident, when Rabbi Akiva was walking along the road
and came to a certain city, he inquired about lodging and they did
not give him any. He said: Everything that God does, He does for
the best. He went and slept in a field, and he had with him a rooster,
a donkey and a candle. A gust of wind came and extinguished the
candle; a cat came and ate the rooster; and a lion came and ate the
donkey. He said: Everything that God does, He does for the best.
That night, an army came and took the city into captivity. He said
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to them: Didn’t T tell you? Everything that God does, He does for
the best.

RASHI ibid

If the candle was lit, the soldiers would have seen it. If the donkey
had brayed, or the rooster called out — they would have given away
his location and captured him.

Mishna Yoma 8:9

Rabbi Akiva said: How fortunate are you, Israel; before Whom are
you purified, and Who purifies you? It is your Father in Heaven, as
it is stated: “And I will sprinkle purifying water upon you, and you
shall be purified” (Ezekiel 36:25). And it says: “The ritual bath of
Israel is God” (Jeremiah 17:13). Just as a ritual bath purifies the
impure, so too, the Holy One, Blessed be He, purifies Israel.

Mechilta DeRabbi Yishmael, Yitro 10

Rabbi Akiva says: "You shall not do (i.e., deport yourselves) with
Me" as others do with their gods. When good befalls them, they
honor their gods... And when evil befalls them, they curse their
gods...

But, as for you, if | bring good upon you, you give thanks, and when
I bring afflictions upon you, you give thanks. And thus did David
say (Psalms 116:3) "the cup of salvation shall | raise, and in the
name of the L-td will | call" — (lbid. 4) "Trouble and sorrow will |
find, and in the name of the L—rd shall I call."

Psalms Chapter 116

1. | love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my
supplications. 2. Because he has inclined his ear to me, therefore |
will call upon him as long as I live. 3. The cords of death
surrounded me, and the pains of Sheol seized me. | found trouble
and sorrow. 4. Then | called upon the name of the Lord; O Lord,
I beseech you, save my soul. 5. Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;
our God is merciful....

12. How shall I repay the Lord for all his benefits toward me? 13.
I will raise the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the
Lord. 14. 1 will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all
His people.

Brachot 61b

When they took Rabbi Akiva out to be executed, it was time for the
recitation of Shema. And they were raking his flesh with iron
combs, and he was reciting Shema, thereby accepting upon himself
the yoke of Heaven. His students said to him: Our teacher, even
now? He said to them: All my days | have been troubled by the
verse: With all your soul, meaning: Even if God takes your soul. |
said to myself: When will the opportunity be afforded me to fulfill
this verse? Now that it has been afforded me, shall | not fulfill it?
He prolonged uttering “One” until his soul left as he uttered “One”
A voice descended from heaven and said: Happy are you, Rabbi
Akiva, that your soul left your body as you uttered: One.
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Avot 3:1

Akabyah ben Mahalalel said: mark well three things and you will
not come into the power of sin: know from where you come, and
where you are going, and before whom you are destined to give an
account and reckoning. From where do you come? From a putrid
drop. Where are you going? To a place of dust, of worm and of
maggot. Before whom you are destined to give an account and
reckoning? Before the King of the kings of kings, the Holy One,
blessed be He.

Avot 3:14

He used to say: Beloved is man for he was created in the image [of
God]. Especially beloved is he for it was made known to him that
he had been created in the image [of God], as it is said: “for in the
image of God He made man” (Genesis 9:6). Beloved are Israel in
that they were called children to the All-Present. Especially beloved
are they for it was made known to them that they are called children
of the All-Present, as it is said: “you are children to the Lord your
God” (Deuteronomy 14:1). Beloved are Israel in that a precious
vessel was given to them. Especially beloved are they for it was
made known to them that the desirable instrument, with which the
world had been created, was given to them, as it is said: “for I give
you good instruction; forsake not my teaching” (Proverbs 4:2).

Haggadah - Maggad — Blessing

Blessed are You, LORD our God, King of the Universe, who has
redeemed us and redeemed our ancestors from Egypt, and brought
us to this night to eat matza and bitter herbs. So may the LORD our
God bring us in peace to other seasons and festivals that are coming
to us, happy in the building of Your city and rejoicing in Your
service; and there we shall eat of sacrifices and Pesah offerings [On
Motzaei Shabbat: of Pesah offerings and sacrifices], of which the
blood will reach the side of Your altar to be accepted. And we shall
thank You in a new song for our redemption and for our lives’
salvation. Blessed are You, LORD, Redeemer of Israel.

Pesachim 116b

Rabbi Tarfon says: ‘Who redeemed us and redeemed our
forefathers from Egypt’, but without a concluding blessing.

Rabbi Akiva says: So too, the Lord our God and the God of our
forefathers will bring us to future holidays and Festivals in peace,
happy over the building of Your city and joyous in Your service.
And there we will eat from the Paschal lamb and other offerings,
etc., until: Blessed are You, Lord, Who redeemed Israel.

Psalm 107

(1) "O give thanks to Hashem, for He is good, for His mercy endures
forever." (2) So let the redeemed of Hashem say, whom He has
redeemed from the hand of the adversary; (3) and gathered them
out of the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and
from the sea.
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15. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks Haggadah:

This, a blessing over the past and a prayer for the
future, was composed by two great scholars of the
mishnaic age. The first part was written by Rabbi
Tarfon, the second by Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Akiva was
the guardian of hope at one of the darkest times of
Jewish history. The Talmud (Makot 24b) tells of an
occasion when he and other sages were walking on
Mount Scopus when they saw a fox walking through
the Holy of Holies amid the ruins of the Temple. The
others wept, but Rabbi Akiva comforted them, saying,
“Since the prophecies of destruction have come true,
the prophecies of consolation will also come true. The
day will come when, in Zechariah’s words, ‘Once
again men and women of a ripe old age will sit in the
streets of Jerusalem...and the city streets will be filled
with boys and girls playing there’ [Zech. 8:4].” It took
nearly two thousand years, but it has happened in our
lifetime. It was Akiva’s hope — expressed here in the
vision of “days that are coming to meet us in peace” —
that sustained the Jewish people in exile.

Tanit 21a

They said about Nahum of Gam Zu that he was blind in both eyes,
both his arms were amputated, both his legs were amputated, and
his entire body was covered in boils. And he was lying in a
dilapidated house, and legs of his bed were placed in buckets of
water so that ants should not climb onto him.

Once his students sought to remove his bed from the house and
afterward remove his other vessels. He said to them: My sons,
remove the vessels first, and afterward remove my bed, as | can
guarantee you that as long as | am in the house, the house will not
fall. Indeed they removed the vessels and afterward they removed
his bed, and immediately the house collapsed. His students said to
him: Rabbi, since you are evidently a wholly righteous man, why
has this suffering befallen you? He said to them: My sons, | brought
it upon myself. As once | was traveling along the road to my father-
in-law’s house, and I had with me a load distributed among three
donkeys, one of food, one of drink, and one of delicacies. A poor
person came and stood before me in the road, saying: My rabbi,
sustain me. | said to him: Wait until I unload the donkey. | had not
managed to unload the donkey before his soul left his body. | went
and fell upon his face and said: May my eyes, which had no
compassion on your eyes, be blinded; may my hands, which had no
compassion on your hands, be amputated; may my legs, which had
no compassion on your legs, be amputated. And my mind did not
rest until | said: May my whole body be covered in boils. His
students said to him:, woe to us that we have seen you in this state.
He said to them: Woe is me if you had not seen me in this state.
And why did they call him Nahum of Gam Zu? The reason is
that with regard to any matter that occurred to him, he would
say: This too is for the good [gam zu letova].

Once, the Jews wished to send a gift [doron] to the house of the
emperor. They said: Who should go and present this gift? Let
Nahum of Gam Zu go, as he is accustomed to miracles. They sent
with him a chest [sifta] full of jewels and pearls, and he went and
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16. Time as a Narrative of Hope, The Jonathan
Sacks Haggada, p. 102

The deepest difference between linear and covenantal
time is that whereas the first gives rise to optimism, the
later leads to hope. These two concepts, often
confused, are in fact utterly different. Optimism is the
belief that things will get better. Hope is the belief
that, together, we can make things better. Optimism
is a passive virtue, hope an active one. It takes no
courage — only a certain naivety — to be an optimist. It
takes great courage to sustain hope. No Jew —
knowing what we do of the past, of hatred, bloodshed,
persecution in the name of God, suppression of human
rights in the name of freedom — can be an optimist. But
Jews have never given up hope. “Even youths grow
tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall,”
says Isaiah, “but those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength” (Isaiah 40:30). “Hold back your
voice from weeping,” urges Jeremiah, “there is hope
for your future” (Jeremiah 31:15). To be a Prophet is
to find a vestige of hope in the wreckage of despair.
Jewish time is the secret of the influence of the
Pesach story on the Western imagination. It is the
supreme narrative of hope.
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spent the night in a certain inn. During the night, these residents of
the inn arose and took all of the precious jewels and pearls from the
chest, and filled it with earth. The next day, when he saw what had
happened, Nahum of Gam Zu said: This too is for the good. When
he arrived there, at the ruler’s palace, they opened the chest and saw
that it was filled with earth. The king wished to put all the Jewish
emissaries to death. He said: The Jews are mocking me. Nahum of
Gam Zu said: This too is for the good. Elijah the Prophet came and
appeared before the ruler as one of his ministers. He said to the
ruler: Perhaps this earth is from the earth of their father Abraham.
As when he threw earth, it turned into swords, and when he threw
stubble, it turned into arrows, as it is written in a prophecy that the
Sages interpreted this verse as a reference to Abraham: “His sword
makes them as the dust, his bow as the driven stubble” (Isaiah 41:2).
There was one province that the Romans were unable to conquer.
They took some of this earth, tested it and conquered. His servants
entered his treasury and filled Nahum of Gam Zu’s chest with
precious jewels and pearls and sent him off with great honor.

Mishnah Maaser Sheni 5:9

The other tithe which | shall measure out in the future is given to
Akiva ben Joseph that he may hold it for the poor, and the place
which it is in is leased to him.”

Bartenura ibid
He was the treasurer/manager of the Poor.

Kiddushin 27a

What is the meaning of: Rented? Rented [only] for tithe. Or you
could say: Rabbi Akiva is different, as he was a charity collector,
his was the hand of the poor.

Brachot 22a

Our Rabbis taught: A ba'al keri on whom nine kabs of water have
been thrown is clean. Nahum of Gam Zo whispered this halakha
to Rabbi Akiva, and Rabbi Akiva whispered it to his student ben
Azzai, and ben Azzai went out and taught it to his students publicly
in the marketplace.

Shavuot 26a

Rabbi Yohanan said: Rabbi Yishmael served as a disciple of Rabbi
Nehunya ben HaKana, who would interpret the entire Torah with
the hermeneutical principle of a generalization and a detail so he
also interprets the Torah with the method of a generalization and a
detail. Rabbi Akiva served as a disciple of Nahum of Gam Zo,
who would interpret the entire Torah with the hermeneutical
principle of amplification and restriction. Therefore, Rabbi Akiva
also interprets the Torah by amplification and restriction.

Chagiga 12a
Rabbi Yishmael asked Rabbi Akiva when they were walking along

the way: You who served Nahum of Gam Zu for twenty-two
years, who would expound and learn that every appearance of the
word et in the Torah is meant to teach something...

Zecharia 8:4-5

Thus said GOD of Hosts: There shall yet be elderly men and women
in the squares of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of their
great age. And the squares of the city shall be crowded with boys
and girls playing in the squares.
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